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HONORING ANDREW VERNON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Andrew Vernon of 
Versailles, Missouri, on his 80th birthday. 

Andrew is a proud veteran of the United 
States Air Force, entering the service in 1952 
and retiring as a Master Sergeant in 1973. 
During that time, Andrew served in Germany 
and in Vietnam, where he was awarded the 
Bronze Star for his meritorious service, along 
with other decorations. After his service, An-
drew returned to Missouri with his wife of 61 
years, Inis, and two daughters, where he 
worked as a real estate agent and continued 
in service to his community and peers. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
wishing Andrew Vernon a happy 80th birthday 
and in thanking him for his service to our 
country. 

f 

HONORING THE BETHEL AFRICAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Bethel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, located in the Town of Mor-
ristown, Morris County, New Jersey as they 
celebrate their 168th Anniversary. 

Bethel African American Episcopal Church 
was the first African American Church in Mor-
ris County. Originally a blacksmith shop, Beth-
el was built and founded in 1849. The Church 
has thrived throughout its many decades of 
service to the community and will continue to 
thrive for many years to come. 

Bethel prides itself on enriching the Morris 
County community by offering spiritual and so-
cial development for all people, regardless of 
race. Led by Pastor Sidney Williams, the 
Church not only offers regular religious serv-
ices but also offers, through numerous dif-
ferent programs, help to the needy and impov-
erished within the community. As part of their 
anniversary celebration, Bethel will officially in-
troduce their Spring Street Community Devel-
opment Corporation whose primary purpose is 
to help those in need. This program, according 
to the Church, ‘‘is chartered to improve the 
quality of life for Morris County residents by 
addressing economic, educational, and social 
needs while preserving the cultural and ethnic 
diversity of the Morris area.’’ 

The Bethel African American Episcopal 
Church is truly a place where anyone is wel-
come to find God and find a community of car-
ing, friendly faces. We are proud to have them 
here in Morris County. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Bethel African 
Episcopal Church as they celebrate their 
168th Anniversary. 

HONORING SALEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Salem Lutheran 
Church of Salisbury, Missouri, as they cele-
brate their sesquicentennial anniversary. 

Salem Lutheran has maintained a strong 
presence in their community since the church 
was founded in 1861 by German and Scan-
dinavian immigrants. Organized as a typical 
country church, Salem Lutheran has stood the 
test of time from the Civil War and Recon-
struction, through the 20th Century and now 
into modern times, continuing to minister and 
remain a pillar of the region. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
congratulating Salem Lutheran Church of 
Salisbury, Missouri for their 150 years of serv-
ice to the Salisbury community. 
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HONORING THE 375TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TOWN OF 
SCITUATE 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the three hundred and seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the Town of Scituate in Plym-
outh County, Massachusetts. 

In 1627, courageous settlers from Plymouth 
Colony moved up the shoreline of Cape Cod 
Bay, establishing a village whose main thor-
oughfare, Kent Street, still survives today. In-
creases in population allowed for the village to 
incorporate in 1636, and the founders chose a 
name derived from the indigenous 
Wampanoag tribe’s word for cold brook, satuit, 
to reflect the brook that ran to the inner harber 
of the village. That brook and the town of 
Scituate continue to thrive 375 years later. 

Like most towns along Massachusetts’ cul-
tural South Shore, Scituate’s rich history is in-
timately tied to the sea. Fishing and sea 
mossing have long provided an economic 
backbone for the town, which is also home to 
the famed Old Scituate Light. It is there that 
the American Army of Two, the young sisters 
Abigail and Rebecca Bates, deterred an ap-
proaching British ship during the War of 1812, 
thus saving the town from being ransacked by 
the enemy soldiers. 

The Bates sisters are not Scituate’s only fa-
mous residents. It is also home to William 
Cushing, one of the original six justices on the 
United States Supreme Court and Jim 
Lonborg, a Boston Red Sox pitcher distin-
guished with the Cy Young Award, among oth-
ers. From its founding days, the residents of 
Scituate have always distinguished them-
selves as determined and inventive. 

Today, the town is known as much for its 
maritime industry as it is for its majestic 
beaches and beautiful seascapes. It also re-
mains a birthplace of innovation with new 
clean energy projects such as Solarize 
Scituate and the Oceans Campus Center. 
Over the past 375 years, Scituate has cele-

brated its unique history while continuing to 
evolve and progress. I am certain that the 
town will continue to do this for centuries to 
come. Happy 375th Birthday, Scituate. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on October 
11, 2011, I was absent from the House and 
missed rollcall votes 771 through 779. 

Had I been present for rollcall 771, agreeing 
to H. Res. 425, Providing for the consideration 
of the Senate amendment to H.R. 2832, to ex-
tend the Generalized System of Preferences; 
H.R. 3078, the United States-Colombia Trade 
Promotion Agreement; H.R. 3079, the United 
States-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement; 
H.R. 3080, the United States-Korea Free 
Trade Agreement, I would have voted ‘‘No.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 772, agreeing 
to the Waxman of California Amendment No. 
11 to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief 
Act of 2011, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 773, agreeing 
to the Connolly of Virginia Amendment No. 18 
to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act 
of 2011, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 774, agreeing 
to the Markey of Massachusetts Amendment 
No. 7 to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief 
Act of 2011, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 775, agreeing 
to the Edwards of Maryland Amendment No. 2 
to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act 
of 2011, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 776, agreeing 
to the Schakowsky of Illinois Amendment No. 
1 to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act 
of 2011, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 777, agreeing 
to the Ellison of Minnesota Amendment No. 12 
to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act 
of 2011, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 778, agreeing 
to the Welch of Vermont Amendment No. 19 
to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act 
of 2011, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 779, agreeing 
to the Jackson Lee of Texas Amendment No. 
3 to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act 
of 2011, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

f 

10 YEARS OF WAR IN 
AFGHANISTAN: AT WHAT COST? 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, no one will forget 
the fateful day of 9/11 or those who lost their 
lives in those shocking, cold-blooded attacks. 
The bombing of Afghanistan and the subse-
quent invasion was our response, intended to 
catch those who hid, armed, and helped plan 
the attacks on U.S. soil. And, due to the dili-
gence and tireless efforts of the members of 
our Armed Forces and Intelligence community, 
we have eliminated nearly all the people in-
volved in the 9/11 attacks, including Osama 
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